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AN ACT OF FAITH 


Joining a congregation is an act of 
faith. We say, we are Jews, we want to 
pray and associate with our fellow Jews, we 
are not shirkers, we are responsible citi- 
Zeus wemwdalte tne. radiance, OL, our nistoric 
Patol com. iimines Our nomes pand. bring..us 
refinement; we are members of the household 
OPO Qlspeclyile 

Responsible Jews belong to synagogues 
just because they are responsible Jews. 

I have been stressing over the years 
Eracepavyncn te Ocedies 1S.an actwot faith -s4t 
is not the gas or telephone bill. We do 
not pay the Temple for services it renders 
us per kilowatt, or per call; we support 
the Temple because it is our religious home, 
our religious identification, because we 
belteve™in what’ it” represents. 

Our fretting and fussing and squabbling 
over dues and assessments and solicitations 
would acquire a new meaning if we had some 
religious convictions and considered our 
payments to the Temple as our share of keep- 
ing the congregation in a position where it 
iMaymcCmrne wOLrkKmerorewhich it was founded. 


Rabbi Beryl D. Cohon 


anit Ww 


Our conzxecation has gone through a number of grovine 


pains in the last year. One of these has been the question 


of whether we should engage the services of a rabbi. To 
discuss this question an ad hoc committee was established 
by the Va'ad a few weeks ago. Its first meeting was held 
after services on January 5th, as had been announced in 
the previous edition of the Forward. Sam T. and Penny D. 
were elected co-chairs of the ''Rabbi Selection Committee". 
At the first meeting some goals were touched on, but 
the primary business conducted was that of deciding about 


satisfactory and agreeable meeting times for the committee. 


The first meeting concluded with a decision to meet the 
following Friday after services. 

The meeting held on January 12th was scheduled to be 
brief, since its main function was to establish places and 
times for the interested members of the congregation to 
meet on a regular basis to do the work of the committee. 

Instead of the business as planned, discussion turned 
to a more lengthy reiteration of the issues which had been 
raised in the previous week, and discussion of which had 
been intended for the meetings not connected with Friday 
Night services: 

The outcome of this meeting was likewise unexpected. 
Instead of agreeing to meet to discuss what the congrega- 
tion ®might want a rabbi. €0,/d0..) OrgwnatmunemraDbiacerore 
expectations or job description might be, the question was 
called (prematurely, in my opinion) as to whether we were 


even willing to consider having a rabbi at the present 
time. 


So, as it now stands, the committee, having functioned 


for one week's time, has recommended that the congregation 
not pursue the selection of a rabbi at this time. 

To my way of thinking; the motion) to.disband themcom— 
mittee was out of order and should have been deferred to a 
later date. i, 

I propose that this matter be brought up to the men- 
bership at its congregational meeting in February. 


Same. 
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Troeasurersenepoct 


A Harvey Milk Memorial Fund has recently been 
established, “thestitnds of which) tosbe used, tore 
yet to be determined appropriate cause. The 
first contribution to this) fimd wasemades bys Roberc 
Milk, Harvey's brother with thanks from he and | 
his wife for a beautiful and touching memorial | 
servicesierd at) thegconclusi on) ofm@tiaterragic 
week. 

We have received many other contributions 
made in the memory of Harvey. These, plus your 
additional contributions will enable Sha'ar Zahav 
to have a suitable memorial to our friend and 
supporter of our community. 

Please remember to indicate the nature of 
your contribution to the Synagogue i.e. ''Member- 
ship Dues'', the "Harvey Milk Memorial Fund" or 
"general contribution". 

A financial statement for the period July l 
- December 31, 1978 is available for those men- 
bers desiring a copy. 


Shalom, 
Ronwice 
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purim festival 


Ou warinuai@esha re Zoneverurimarunction will be held this 
yeareroa turdavme veninegeiiarciel0 slaty Dovre Hall. (It is 
going to be a costume disco dance open for the entire 
community. Tickets will be available soon and Sha'ar 
Zahav members will be admitted at a discount. Keep 
Enismeace sapen waseiawilitbe. agtunedance;, = More infor- 
mation in the next newsletter. Contact Lauren M. so 
thateyourcan=nelp, her mutjthis together. 


oneg 


TiemOnrecmuonmiuC Lee  ecOlsTst ie sor sor] beGae David eGw-and 
Jordansiue meteon Decemberct lO felS7s. SB Discussion centered 

on ways to make the Onegs at Sha'ar Zahav more self sustain- 
ing, and more enjoyable; and ways to involve more of the 
membership in the Onegs. The committee is still in need 

of 3 more members. If you would like to become more in- 
volved in Sha'ar Zahav and perform a much needed service to 
the synagogue, please see Bill Goldstein. The committee 
would particularly like to see some of the synagogues women 
become involved as all current ideas and energy input at 
present are from the men of the synagogue. 


donations 


If you would like to donate to the congregation in honor of 
an event (a new residence, car, etc) or a person ( a new 
partner, etc) or in the memory of someone, such contribu- 
CionY wit Iibemeracivousiy~accept edebypsha- ars Zahav.owContri- 
bution in any amount ($2.00 minimum) will be most welcome. 
If you would like your contribution not acknowledged in the 
FORWARD, please note that on your check. 


iS 


THE BEN EZRA SYNAGOGUE 


Lidontuknow how well Knownethe tact jismthatmeherc 
are something like 30 Synagogues in Cairo, Egypt, 
apparently valbl (in current usews [nesesservemapour 
500M ewstes tpl elethisingGalropeinesplLerolmmena 
forced exodus of most of the large Jewish popula- 
tion at the time of President Nasser. This infor- 
mation was given to us by the Shamus of the oldest 
SynazOocucenoOl: Jus teeing Cal romom In ebey pie Ue 
legend be true, on the site of probably the oldest 
irene mWor Ld. 


The site of Mosesim@birtn™ the famousmbullerusnes, 
was apparently used as the center piece of an 
edifice built to promote the worship of Monotheism 
(which language was used?). It is said that Moses 
did pray here, particularly on the night preceed- 
ing his awesome task of leading his people out of 
bondage. @ Parcs Of ethis. bull dincesti ieee x) scm 
the basement of the current Ben Ezra Synagogue. 


After the destruction of the first Temple by the 
Babylonians, some of the Jews returned to Egypt 
and|dweltsinvwhateissnow = =themoldcityeoimGaitomana 
together with the Prophet Jeremiah resurrected 
Moses' Prayer House. These Jews (their descend- 
ants) remained here after ine return of mosteort 
the Diaspora created by Nebucadnezer and created 
the Jewish community to which Joseph, Mary and 
their’ Infant Child fled WtomescanesHerod cmwracue 
In fact a Coptic Church was) bupltagether spor 
where the Holy Family rested, which is right next 
to the Synagogue. Both exist today apparently in 
harmony, because of planning, the Ben Ezra ina 
courtyard behind the Church. Because of this it 
is difficult to find; however, people in the area 
were very freindly and helpful and we were 2zble to 
locate our destination. 


areas wall ede Some ht SAREE PRNT ar pier Tale MMe Ney De ANN DA MOT Pare A TTR ) 


Once inside we were impressed as to how well kept 
the interior was, the Be'ma is in the center of 


thes toorerd thyrowseoteseats around it. © On three 
sides there is a mezzanine where in true sexist 
tradition, the women would sit and observe the pro- 
ceedings Gy AcainstG .the,one wall) is the*Ark contain- 
ing the sacred Torahs, of which there are several, 
one of which dates back to 400 years before the 
Christian Era. There is also a Meggilah which is 
about two thousand years old. Services are held 
every Saturday and on the High Holy Days. Unfort- 
unately we were there during the week and were not 
to be in Cairo on Shabbat so we cannot describe 
the senvecemexcept = commention= that 1b isearSephar— 
AEG Pons 3 

The Shamus was delightful, toothless and all, and 
was eager to discuss both the building and Cairo 
Jewery. Unfortunately there was a language pro- 
blem and many of our questions were to remain 
unanswered, but the combination of some English, 
some German and some sign language, we had commun- 
feation wavsomthere vis va bookket)whicns described 
a Dart OF =ene ehistorytofothesShul!jHopetully one 
day soon there will be open borders between Egypt 
and Israel and more research can be made on this 
interesting building. 


Shalom, 


tran! 
pian 


letters to the editor 


I just received your newsletter and was so 
exettedathat Igreadvit over O° times =.) vellfcome 
to appreciate-the smallest things here. I am so 
impressed upon all your accomplishments in just 
igyear-» Youve truly come a long way. As) you 
may remember I was at your first holiday services 
which then was just the "beginning". I hope your 
strength and organization will inspire the comm- 
unity here because as you know its another story 
here. Am having many wonderful experiences and 
think of you with love. 


Elaine 


ARAD, ISRAEL 7 


No discussion of the history of the gay rights movement 
is complete without mentioning the labors of Karl Heinrich 
Ulrichs. A German jurist, started publishing works on homo- 
sexual rights in 1864. Keeping this in chronological per- 
spective: the civil war was nearly over in the United States, 
Victoria was ruling in Eng FandrandeChinagstiidehadwan 
emperor. Such an effort as Ulrich's would have been inconcei- 
vable in the America of that day. 

Ulrich continued his attempts for js txemoremycars. slhen 
worn Out by his™unavailinesetirortsstovelicit@any scesponse: coo 
the German gays of that time, he went where all good Germans 
did at that period, Italy. He died there, largely forgotten, 
ii 18.952 

His theories read a little peculiarly today. He believed 
a gay Man was a case of a woman's soul born inta a man's 
body and lesbians to be vice versa. If nothing else it was 
a step in the right direction. Homosexuals were, therefore, 
no longer perverted sinners indulging in their corrupt pract- 
ices out of innate depravity. While his views were primarily 
ignored by the legal and political establishment of his time 
they were paid attention by the medical one. Krafft-Ebing 
drew up on Ulrichs and in turn influenced Freud. The planet 
Uranus had been discovered relatively recently and drawing 
upon. thaee plusePlatoesmo sium he recommended the new word 
mULani ane COtEtIiSsmiew ly aera oatact portion of the species. 
The word and its derivative ‘'urning" were about as much of a 
success as the Mattaching Society's attempt at popularizing 
“homophile" in the 1950's. For that matter who remembers € 
the term "the third sex" any more? 

Ulrichs' work had blazed the way for Magnus Hirshfeld, who 
founded the first gay organization, the Scientific Humanitar- 
ian Committee in 1897. He himself acknowledged and praised 
the work of his predecessor. Hirshfeld was able to interest 
many of the foremost minds of his time, among them being 
Martin Buber, Kaethe Kollwitz, Tolstoi, “andslhomas Manny Othe 
gay and lesbian groups sprang up and were established in 
Germany and Austria. 

The Nazis, as is well known, destroyed the book collection 
ateHimschteld.s sinstitute™ formes eXtiadeo Cren Cem tml Je jem o dante 
taneously, the gay men and lesbian organizations, largely 
inactive since World War Pe camemcOmanmentieerart sor meleceNass 
rationale seems to have been that the existence of male and 
female homosexuals was inimical to the nuclear family. They 
also used this rationale during World War II, homosexuals 
being the second largest minority group upon whom they besto- 
wed their attentions. They also declared the Institute to be 
"un-German", an adjective constituting a death sentence for 
whatever it was applied to at that time. is 


Nieechivela “dieding france in 1935)" his*work seemingly irr- 
etrievably destroyed. However, it continues to have far-reach- 
Creme tess bomclicadayee lte led) tovHavelock Ellis: Studies 
in the Psychology of Sex which in turn begat the epoch-making 
Kinsey Report. Ellis, of course, received the reward usually 
so generously bestowed on pioneers. When the volume Sexual 
Inversion was published in 1898 he was immediately prosecuted 
and the printer fined. Reading it nowadays is thought pro- 
voking. Comments one interviewee, echoing what others had 
experienced UlL EeOscarewilde Ss trial [ythoteht I was the 
Onl VecnewoLrsMyskind ws li sealso interesting to learn that 
male homosexuals prefer green and usually can't whistle. 

As a purely local by-product, Dr. Harry Benjamin, one of 
Hirschfeld's workers, settled in San Francisco. A wonderfully 
warm well-ripened person, he lectured on Hirschfeld to the 
Society for Individual Rights in the 1960s. An endocrino- 
logist, Dr. Benjamin concocted the wore "transexual" to 
distinguish them from transvestites. He worked long and hard 
to improve their lot in and out of the gay community and 
suggested there might be a glandular basis to their condition. 
In doing so he was carrying out the ideals inculcated by his 
mentor 


Jordan Lee 


SARK GOULD, ‘The Bottle Dance from Fiddler on the Roof,” 42°’ x 60" 


parent-child nights 


AS u95t of you know, many ot our congregants are 
parents. It has been proposed that the parents get to- 
gether to discuss the possibility that Sha'ar Zahav ~ 
have a parent-child night on some sort of regular basis. 
Hopefully many of the parents would bring their children 


to services on these nights. If you are interested con- 
tact Mike Zimmerman 433-0565 (home) or 647-6344 (work), 
Rachel Wahba Ot BL lisse Jacobs: 52-697 0;mor 


Contacts. anveOie anes & services. 


programs 


The following programs have been arranged by the pro- 
gram committee. All programs will start at the conclusion 
of evening services. As is readily observable, the speak- 


ers are all well known and should be very interesting. 


February 16: Novelest & Essayist - Herbert Gol. 
February 23: Rabbi Brian Lurie, Executive Director 


Jewish Welfare Federation of San Francisco, 
Marin and Peninsula. 


March 23: Earl Raab, sGolumnisteton elem iowicn 
Bulletin. 
Ap call ego David Goodstein, Publisher of the Advocate. 


vollyball 


The Sha'ar Zahav Vollyball Team needs more players. 

We play every Thursday at 7:15 P.M. at Lowell High School, 
usually against the MCC. No expertise needed. Just bring 
yourself and anyone else for 45 minutes of lots of fun. 
Kor mone wdnrormationmeontactsDavid Gr 


committee date 


There will be a Finance Committee Meeting at Ron's 
onaWednesdaymrebruadry s7eo7 oe at 66 100 SPaM ae 
you are interested in joining the Finance Commit- 
tee please ical Wekon 552-5/56 one ome jo24300" 

|O 


congregation meeting 


The semi-annual meeting of the congregation will be 
held watteresenviices- on March 25 +1979" 


The FORWARD needs your articles. Anybody who would like 
toma! te asperniOdleecOlumi Ony|UStla single varticle of 
general interest to the congregation for publication in 
the FORWARD, please contact me. The FORWARD and the con- 
pregatCion will be most appreciative. 

jd hakey ape 


YESHIVA UNIVERSITY MUSEUM, half-scale reproduction of the fresco wall found in 
the ruins of Dura-Europos Synagogue is part of the permanent collection of the Museum. 


Feb 


Feb 


Feb 


Feb 


Mar 


ALL 
Jan 


10 


16 
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calendar of events 


Evening!) Services 30 00spEme 
Torah portion, bo, axel  eevce 
Prophetic reading, Jeremiah 46:13-28. 


Evening Services 8:00 p.m. 
Torah portion, Be Shallahw er 
17:16, Prophetic reading, Judges@es4— 
Dele 


Evening Services 8:00 p.m. 
Torah, portion, Yisenow Exeeoura ees 
Prophetic) reading 7 Jisaianmoet aon. 


Evening Services 8:00 p.m. 
Torah portion," Mishpatim, ix. 2iga=74ece 
Special reading, Ex. 30) Geeooec eam 
prophetic reading, LIVRins seco 


Evening Services 8:00 p.m. 
Torah portion, lerumaheeiec 2 Seal / cao 
Prophetic reading, I Kings 5:26-6:13. € 


Services at Dovre Hall,” 3543)%sthestemuceacs 
Brancisicopme fa 


Ly | AAR LAWAY THE CONGREGATION OF Box 5640 Sanne nannies cOMmmGes 


THE GOLDEN GATE Telw626-513. 94101. 


Reaching out to the Gay Community of the Bay Area 


l2 


